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Resource Guide on Indigenous Identity 
This resource package can also be found online at: aboriginal.ecuad.ca

Essays and Readings

Corntassel, Jeff J. Who is Indigenous? ‘Peoplehood and Ethnonationalist Approaches to Rearticulating 
Indigenous Identity, https://www.corntassel.net/WhoisIndigenous.pdf

Côté, J.E. (2006). Identity studies: How close are we to developing a social science of identity? An appraisal 
of the field. Identity: An International Journal of Theory and Research, 6, 3-25. 

Hill, Richard. Art by Indigenous Artists, or Art about Indigenous Issues?
https://canadianart.ca/essays/art-by-indigenous-artists-or-art-about-indigenous-issues/

Mailhot,Terese, A Woman Tree or Not 
https://longreads.com/2018/10/11/a-woman-tree-or-not/

Simpson, Leanne. Land as Pedagogy: Nishnaabeg Intelligence and Rebellious Transformation. Decolonization: 
Indigeneity, Education & Society. Vol. 3, No. 3, 2014, pp. 1-25

Tallbear, Kim. Native “Identity” Fraud is not Distraction, but the Final Indian Bounty (Opening Remarks, 
Unsettling Genealogies Forum) https://kimtallbear.substack.com/p/native-identity-fraud-is-not-distraction?s=r

Te Huia, Awanui. Perspectives towards Māori identity by Māori heritage language learners, Victoria University, 
Wellington, https://www.psychology.org.nz/journal-archive/Perspectives-towards-M%C4%81ori-identity-by-
M%C4%81ori-heritage-language-learners.pdf

Tsosie, Rebecca, The New Challenge to Native Identity: An Essay on “Indigeneity” and “Whiteness”, 18 Wash. 
U. J. L. & Pol’y 55 (2005), https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/law_journal_law_policy/vol18/iss1/5

Tuck, Eve, Suspending Damage: A Letter to Communities
https://pages.ucsd.edu/~rfrank/class_web/ES-114A/Week%204/TuckHEdR79-3.pdf

Books

Absolon, K. E. Kaandossiwin: How We Come to Know; Fernwood Pub.: Halifax, 2011.

Andersen, C. Métis: Race, Recognition, and the Struggle for Indigenous Peoplehood; UBC Press: Vancouver,  
British Columbia, 2014.

Armstrong, J. C. Slash; Theytus Books: Penticton, B.C, 1985.

Atleo, E. R. Tsawalk : a Nuu-Chah-Nulth Worldview; UBC Press: Vancouver, 2004.
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Belcourt, B.-R. NDN Coping Mechanisms: Notes from the Field; Anansi: Toronto, 2019

Campbell, M. Halfbreed; McClelland & Stewart: Toronto, 2019.

Davis, M & Williams,G. Everything You Need to Know About the Uluru Statement from the Heart: NewSouth 
Publishing, 2021.

Doerfler, J. Those Who Belong : Identity, Family, Blood, and Citizenship Among the White Earth Anishinaabeg; 
Michigan State University Press: East Lansing, Michigan, 2015.

Elliott, A. A Mind Spread Out on the Ground; Anchor Canada: Toronto, 2019.

Gehl, L. Claiming Anishinaabe : Decolonizing the Human Spirit; University of Regina Press: Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, 2017.

Greymorning, N. Being Indigenous: Perspectives on Activism, Culture, Language and Identity; Greymorning, 
N., Ed.; Routledge, an imprint of Taylor & Francis Group: Abingdon, Oxon, 2019.

Hermanstrand, H.; Kolberg, A.; Nilssen, T. R.; Sem, L. The Indigenous Identity of the South Saami: Historical 
and Political Perspectives on a Minority Within a Minority; Springer International Publishing AG: Cham, 2019.

Hokowhitu, B. Indigenous Identity and Resistance : Researching the Diversity of Knowledge; Otago University 
Press: Dunedin, N.Z, 2010.

Kimmerer, R. W. Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants, 
Second hardcover edition.; Milkweed Editions: Minneapolis, Minnesota, 2020.

Lawrence, B. “Real” Indians and Other: Mixed-Blood Urban Native Peoples and Indigenous Nationhood; UBC 
Press: Vancouver, 2004.

Lear, J. Radical Hope : Ethics in the Face of Cultural Devastation; Harvard University Press: Cambridge, Mass, 
2006.

Maracle, L. I Am Woman: a Native Perspective on Sociology and Feminism; Press Gang Publishers: Vancouver, 
1996.

McLeod, D. J. Mamaskatch: A Cree Coming of Age; Douglas & McIntyre: Madeira Park, British Columbia, 2018.

Mithlo, N. M. “Our Indian Princess”: Subverting the Stereotype, 1st ed.; School for Advanced Research: Santa 
Fe, N.M, 2009.

Niezen, R. The Rediscovered Self Indigenous Identity and Cultural Justice; McGill-Queen’s University Press: 
Montreal, 2009.

Palmater, P. D. Beyond Blood : Rethinking Indigenous Identity; Purich Publishing: Saskatoon, Saskachewan, 
2016.

Peters, E. J.; Andersen, C.; Peters, E. J. Indigenous in the City : Contemporary Identities and Cultural 
Innovation; UBC Press: Vancouver, 2013.

Rifkin, M. Beyond Settler Time : Temporal Sovereignty and Indigenous Self-Determination; Duke University 
Press: Durham, 2017.

Robinson, D. Hungry Listening : Resonant Theory for Indigenous Sound Studies; University of Minnesota Press: 
Minneapolis, 2020.

Schaepe, D. M. Being Ts’elxwéyeqw : First Peoples’ Voices and History from the Chilliwack-Fraser Valley, 
British Columbia; Schaepe, D. M. (David M., Ed.; Harbour Publishing: Madeira Park, British Columbia, Canada, 
2017.

Teillet, J. The North-West Is Our Mother: A History of Louis Riel ’s People, the Métis Nation, First edition.; 
Patrick Crean Editions, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers Ltd.: Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 2019.
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Te Punga Somerville, A. Once Were Pacific: Māori Connections to Oceania; University of Minnesota Press: 
Minneapolis, 2012.

Wente, J. Unreconciled : Family, Truth, and Indigenous Resistance; Allen Lane: Toronto, 2021.

White, E. Legends and Teachings of Xeel’s, the Creator; Pacific Educational Press: Vancouver, Canada, 2006.

Yunkaporta, T. Sand Talk: How Indigenous Thinking Can Save the World; Harper One, an imprint of Harper 
Collins Publishers: New York, NY, 2021.

Films

Zacharakis Kunuk, Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner 
https://www.nfb.ca/film/atanarjuat_the_fast_runner_en/

Alethea Arnaquq-Baril, Angry Inuk 
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/angryinuk

Colonization Road (full video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u03qLJ50bf4

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked the World (trailer) 
https://www.rumblethemovie.com/home

Indian Horse (trailer) 
https://www.indianhorse.ca/

The Grizzlies (trailer) 
https://www.thegrizzliesmovie.com/

We Were Children (link to film at the NFB) 
https://www.nfb.ca/film/we_were_children/

Online Talks

Indigenous Identity Fraud, Episode 116 of Warrior Life Podcast is a special panel conversation with Indigenous 
experts on the issue of Indigenous identity fraud with Dr. Winona Wheeler (Fisher River Cree Nation), Dr. Kim 
TallBear (Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate) and Dr. Veldon Coburn (Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GQwaOzZncc

As We Have Always Done, Leanne Simpson
https://www.leannesimpson.ca/talk/2020/4/19/as-we-have-always-done

Beyond Blood: Rethinking Indigenous Identity | Learning With Syeyutsus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbuUESpEX7Q

Bear Paw Media, Free online sources and videos on Indigenous Identity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYKUhsvv5go
https://shop.bearpawlegalresources.ca/collections/indigenous-identity

APTN NEWS, Jan. 28, 2021, Pretendians and what to do with people who falsely say they’re Indigenous, 
https://www.aptnnews.ca/infocus/pretendians-and-what-to-do-with-people-who-falsely-say-theyre-indigenous-put-
infocus/

News conference about the National Indigenous Identity Forum | APTN News
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HH1HgexA2Ak
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Researching Indigenous Identity 

Indigenous Genealogy, Government of Canada archives
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/Pages/genealogy.aspx

Researching Your Aboriginal Ancestry, Library and Archives Canada
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/022/f2/guide-06-2004_e.pdf

Researching Metis Ancestry, Metis Nation
https://mnoc.ca/english/registry/genealogy/

Assembled by Mimi Gellman, Emily Carr University


